President’s Report—Faculty Senate 4.27.2021

1. Legislative updates

Operating

The last three Joint Ways & Means virtual budget hearings were held last week. Advocates spoke in
support of K-12 funding, housing, early learning, state wildfire recovery, COVID recovery, university
funding and many other parts of the state budget.

The JWM virtual budget hearings solicited feedback on the use of one-time federal funds as well as
General Fund requests. The committee tri-chairs continue to state their interest in saving about
S500M of the federal funds.

In an experiment that upends the normal budgeting process in Salem, Democratic leaders are now
planning to let lawmakers personally dictate how federal aid can be spent within their districts.
Under a plan being put forward by the Presiding Officers, $240M in relief money from the ARPA
would be separated out from the normal jockeying for cash that comes with the biennial budgeting
process, with $4M set aside for each Senate district and $2M set aside for each House district. A
deadline of May 10 for legislators to submit plans for the money that would be checked against the
federal ARPA spending requirements which are expected sometime in mid-May.

The universities requested full funding for a list of 13 projects requiring $359M in state bonds plus
S80M for Capital Improvement and Renewal (CIR).

Senate Bill 233 Common course numbering to support transfer students has been referred to Joint
Ways and Means.

House Bill 2835 benefits navigator. This bill passed unanimously out of House Education last week
with a $5M fiscal statement. It was referred to Joint Ways and Means.

House Bill 2590 Task Force on Student Success for Underrepresented Students. Rep. Alonso Leon is
holding a work group meeting this week to discuss amendments that we hope we will establish an
explicit role for campus voices, in addition to those of students, on the task force. It has been
referred to Joint Ways and Means.

SB 854 might receive a public hearing in the Senate Rules Committee. The bill would, among
other things, authorize the HECC to evaluate and overturn university governing board
decisions. The bill was initially sponsored by Sen. Frederick and Reps. McLain and Evans.
Sen. Gelser has since added her name to the bill and is pushing for a public hearing based
on recent events at OSU.

Unclassified employees to default into the Optional Retirement Plan. This proposal will
not move forward this Session.

The House Education Committee unanimously passed HB 2093 to JWM last week after adopting
amendments proposed by Republicans on the committee. The HECC has proposed that the bill be
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https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2835
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2590
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB854
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2093
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/20326

amended to make the following changes to the Oregon Promise grant program: pipeline students
pursuing bachelors’ degrees at universities in Oregon would be eligible to receive grants, the
minimum award would increase to $2,000, and the GPA for eligibility would be decreased from 2.5
to 2.0.

CARES I
WOU distributed over $2.1M to nearly 1,200 students based on financial need from CARES funds. An

additional distribution of slightly more than $60,000 from WOU Foundation sources to support 35
tuition equity (DACA) applicants.
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