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Proposed ESOL minor 
 
Rationale:   
 
While ESOL currently exists as an advanced program leading to an endorsement to a 
teaching license, having a stand-alone minor would be helpful in several ways. First, it 
would allow tracking of progress on DEGREE TRACKS and this change would streamline 
this process for students and faculty. Second, having ESOL as a minor would qualify these 
courses for financial aid thereby facilitating students in using financial aid (e.g. for 
veterans/Ford Foundation scholarship recipients). Third,  if we allow ESOL to become a 
minor, students outside the program (e.g. history majors/education studies who may wish 
to enroll in MAT program after graduation) may also pursue the minor. Essentially, this 
change will make the ESOL program more attractive to students outside of educational 
licensure programs and/or those who wish to pursue licensure as a teacher outside of 
Oregon. 
 
Mission (new programs): Western Oregon University’s ESOL Education program 
prepares teachers to ensure that English Language Learners (ELLs) succeed in all aspects 
of their schooling: academics, linguistic development, acculturation, socialization, and 
physical and emotional health. The program leads to minor in ESOL that with the addition 
of a practicum (ED 409) would add an endorsement in ESOL to an Oregon teaching license. 
Students may complete the ESOL program by itself or in conjunction with an 
undergraduate degree program. 

 
Learning outcomes (new programs):  

● Prepare teachers who understand how first and second languages are acquired and 
developed, and who apply research-based teaching and assessment practices that 
address the needs of English language learners in a variety of school settings.  

● Prepare teachers who foster a classroom climate that is inclusive of all diversity, and 
who understand the influence of culture on students' learning process and academic 
achievement.  

● Prepare teachers who are knowledgeable about policies related to the education of 
English language learners, and who collaborate with colleagues, administrators and 
families to meet their learners’ needs.  

● As the demographics of the state change and the language minority population 
increases, teachers need to be prepared to educate culturally and linguistically 
diverse (CLD) students. Teachers with bilingual/ESOL education credentials are in 
high demand and are usually first to be hired by school districts with high CLD 
populations.  



● This program prepares teachers to work effectively with CLD students in 
mainstream, bilingual, sheltered and ELD (English Language Development) 
classrooms. 

 
Admission requirements (new programs) 

● Applicants must have been admitted to WOU.  
● All students must meet in person with their ESOL advisor to complete and sign a 

program contract.  
 

 
Title of your proposed major: Minor in English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Number of credits in your proposed major:  (Six plus practicum if you want endorsement) 
 
List of required courses with prefix, number, title, credits for each course 

ED 481: Introduction to ESOL and Bilingual Education 
ED 482: Foundations of ESOL/Bilingual Education 
ED 483: Culture, Community and the ESOL/Bilingual Classroom (3) 
ED 484: First and Second Language Acquisition and Educational Linguistics (3) 
ED 491: Curriculum Models, Instructional Approaches and Assessment Strategies 
for English Language Learners (3) 
ED 492: Classroom Strategies for English Language Development in ESOL and 
Bilingual Settings (3) 
 
For ED majors wishing to add endorsement to the license 
ED 409: Practicum ESOL/Bilingual  

 


